








Recessed red walls distinguish themselves from the exposed concrete 
of the core and identify the laboratory entrances. The dynamic, bold 
balconies connecting to the office rooms form a contrast to the heavy 
core and allow for the creation of attractive free space.

UMBAUTER RAUM
29,179 m≥

PHOTOS
Werner Huthmacher, Berlin
(p. 24 above/below right)
Stefan Meyer, Berlin
(p. 24 below left)
Stephan Falk / baubild / Hörmann KG

HÖRMANN PRODUCTS
Single and double-leaf steel fire 
doors
T30 H3D; single and double-leaf 
steel fire doors
T90 H16; single and double-leaf 
steel doors D45

CONTRACTOR
Max Delbrück Center for Molecular 
Medicine, Berlin
Leibnitz Institute for Molecular 
Pharmacology, Berlin

DESIGN
Staab Architekten, Berlin

COMPLETION
2006

LOCATION
Robert-Rössle-Straße, Berlin

GROSS FLOOR AREA
7,635 m≤
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PARK AND WIELAND SCHOOL IN WEIMAR

A compact new building has significantly expanded the spatial area of 
two school buildings from the 19th century in the centre of Weimar.
It is not readily apparent how much additional room was created, since 
a large part of the new space was hidden by architect Ferdinand Heide 
in the true sense of the word.
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Lack of space is probably an unavoidable consequence, 
as the currently growing demand for schools to offer full-
day services for children and youth starts to be put into 
practice – ultimately such a school has to be more than 
an educational institution, and offer a "living space" with 
interesting leisure activities. Park school and Wieland 
primary school, two public schools in the city centre of 
Weimar also had to struggle with space problems: 
the two neighbouring schools both offer an all-day, open 
array of homework tutoring, snacks, sports, music and 
other activities.
During a comprehensive renovation project, the historic 
buildings from the 19th century was expanded by an 
added building which considerably improves the capacity 
of both schools – by both a regular above-ground 
structure and by transferring part of the space below the 
ground.
According to the architect's concept, the part of the 
new building which is visible above the ground has been 
conceived to fit in with the existing historical building 
as much as possible in terms of dimension, position 
and design. As an elegantly simple, compact extension, 
it connects with a side wing of the Wieland school at 
the same width and height as the existing building and 
extends it linearly towards the northwest. In its urban 
planning context, the inner courtyard between the 
Park and Wieland school received a more pronounced 
enclosure. The facade colour corresponds to the solid 
plastered building in the earth tones from the existing 
structure.

The form and colour of the new three-storey structure, 
as well as the proportions and arrangement of openings 
on the facade, are oriented towards the older building: 
Large-format, flush metal frame windows with a strict 
horizontal arrangement continue the clear geometry of 
the facade for the existing building in the new structure. 
Nevertheless, a glass connection bridge extending the 
full height of the building makes a clear optical distinction 
between the old and new structures. 
The hallways of the old structure were continued straight 
on in the new building, creating a transition between both 
buildings at the same level through the connection bridge 
and without any detours. Several classrooms, as well 
as sanitary facilities for the primary school, are situated 
in both of the upper levels in the new structure. On the 
ground floor, there is a new cafeteria with an adjacent 
kitchen for preparing after-school meals, a library and a 
room for the after-school staff. A very different approach 
was taken for the required gym. The school grounds 
belong to a green area in the city and thus could not lose 
their function as a tract of fresh air nor impede it visually 
through an oversized construction. This is why Ferdinand 
Heide simply placed the planned sports area underground. 
The additional costs involved were set off by the fact that 
the existing subsoil was not capable of bearing weight 
and a normal gym would have required an elaborate pile 
foundation. The two-storey gym is accessed through the 
entranceway of the adjacent above-ground structure and 
natural lighting, as well as ventilation, is provided by large 
overhead transom light strips on the ceilings.
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PARK AND WIELAND SCHOOL IN WEIMAR
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The halls play an important part in the architectural concept: 
The new building expands on the layout of the existing structure and 
extends the hallways straight on at the same level, resulting in an interior 
unity of the new and old buildings (above left and right).
Site plan (below left) and longitudinal section (below right).



USEFUL AREA
New building 2,664 m≤

PHOTOS
Michael Miltzow, Bildwerk
Photo design, Weimar (p. 27, 
p. 28 right), Stephan Falk / baubild /
Hörmann KG (p. 28 left, p. 29)

HÖRMANN PRODUCTS
Single and double-leaf steel fire 
doors T90 H16; single-leaf steel 
smoke-tight doors S/RS - 100 S; 
double-leaf steel smoke-tight doors 
S/RS - 200 S; Steel smoke-tight 
glazing S/RS - 300 S

CONTRACTOR
City of Weimar, building authority

DESIGN
Ferdinand Heide Architekt BDA, 
Frankfurt am Main

LOCATION
Gropiusstraße 1, Weimar

CONSTRUCTION COSTS
New building: 1,991,500 euros

GROSS FLOOR AREA
New building 2,664 m≤
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With its green spaces and trees, the school grounds are part of the city's 
"Lotte-Kirschbachtal˝ green area. 
The added structure visible above the ground also includes a large 
underground gym, whose roof lies at courtyard level and serves as a free 
area for playing. 



PREVIEW/COPYRIGHT AND INFORMATION

Topics in the Next Issue of PORTAL:
Buildings for Industry and Commerce

It used to be that industrial construction led a Cinderella-like 
existence in the field of architecture. But times have changed 
and more and more industrial companies are beginning to 
define themselves through the architecture of their production 
plants and administrative buildings. Even medium-sized 
and small companies are following in the footsteps of large 
industrial contractors who commissioned the construction 
of what were once regarded as masterpieces such as AEG 
turbine hall in Berlin by Peter Behrensí or Fritz Schupp's 
Zollverein colliery in Essen. Find out more about the balancing 
act between profitability and appearance in contemporary 
industrial architecture in PORTAL 11.

30

Pramtal Start-Up Centre; architects: Spittelwiese Architekten, Linz
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At four-monthly intervals PORTAL reports about current 
architecture and the framework conditions under which 
it evolves. And if you so wish, PORTAL could soon serve 
as the showcase for one of your own projects! Send us 
information on the buildings you have been involved with 
using Hörmann products – as a short documentation with 
plans and photos, maximum A3 scale, to be posted or 
e-mailed to:

Hörmann KG Verkaufsgesellschaft, 
for the attention of Ralf Biegert
Upheider Weg 94–98, D–33803 Steinhagen
r.biegert.vkg@hoermann.de
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Building with Hörmann  – 
Your Project in PORTAL
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D–33803 Steinhagen / Germany
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Hörmann offers you the largest 
selection of industrial doors and 
operators in Europe. You can find 
all important types with numerous 
variants and different glazings.

Now new for sectional industrial 
doors: DURATEC plastic glazing 
with superior scratch-resistance.

Crystal Clear: Hörmann Industrial Doors
and Operators Make a Clear Difference.

Doors for Home and Industry
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Suitable and safe: wicket doors 
with trip-free threshold.

Industrial sectional door, ALS




